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BELLWOOD PRESCHOOL & KINDERGARTEN

2359 W. INGOMAR RD.

PITTSBURGH PA 15237

412-366-3812

TO OUR PARENTS:
The Bellwood teaching staff and the Parent Board would like to take this opportunity to welcome you to Bellwood Preschool & Kindergarten.  We look forward to getting to know you and we hope this year will be a unique and rewarding experience for you and your child.  We feel strongly about the advantages of parent school involvement and we encourage your participation in our preschool.  Please join us in making this year a very special year for your child.

At Bellwood Preschool, we enjoy a variety of children with individual learning styles and unique emotional and physical needs.  While we make every effort to accommodate all children and families, we do reserve the right to determine if Bellwood Preschool is the best school environment for your child.

Bellwood is a community service offered by the Unitarian Universalist Church of the North Hills.  Anyone interested in the church may visit with the minister.

Jan Ridenour, Co-Director

Linda Moser, Co-Director

Office Hours: Wed. 9-11:30, Fri. 9-3:00
AM & PM Sessions, K-Kids

724-935-1935

724-933-0103

2685 Weinman Road

102 Forest Edge Ct.

Wexford, PA  15090

Wexford, PA  15090

Judy Giddings, Teacher
Gayle Kivlan, Teacher
Annette King, Teacher
AM/PM Session
PM Session and Thursday
AM Session
724-779-3629
724-625-2981
724-934-3136
212 Berkley Manor Dr.
201 Timothy Road
248 Ash Road
Cranberry Twp., PA  16066
Gibsonia, PA 15044
Wexford, PA  15090
Debby Taylor, Teacher
Sharon Abraham, Teacher
Kim Rowe, Teacher
Thursday Session
PM Session
PM Session
724-934-3183
412-741-7999
412-369-8849
2491 Matterhorn Dr.
Farmhill Rd.
1620 Meinert Farm Lane
Wexford, PA  15090
Sewickley, PA  15143
Sewickley, PA  15143

Lisa Paytas, Aide
Dan Hill, Assistant Teacher

AM/PM Sessions
AM/PM Sessions

412-367-0932
724-935-1291

509 Olive Street
190 Weller Drive

Pittsburgh, PA  15237
Wexford, PA  15090
TEACHER BIOGRAPHIES
JAN RIDENOUR – 37th year at Bellwood Preschool.  Jan has a BS in Recreation Education from Penn State University.  She worked in the Recreation Department at Oakland's VA Hospital and at Beaumont Army Hospital in Texas.  Later, she ran a small preschool on an Army base in Germany.  When her sons Glenn and Todd were in preschool, she was a board member for their school and worked closely with their staff.  She began to teach at Bellwood Preschool in 1969.  A three week summer workshop at an innovative Connecticut preschool and a lot of reading about early childhood education resulted in the development of the various areas and philosophy at Bellwood Preschool today.  Jan has a 10-year-old grandson, Aodhan, a 7 year-old granddaughter, Mari, a 6-year-old grandson, Erik, a 5-year-old grandson, Gearoid, and a 4 year old grandson, Alex.

LINDA MOSER – 30th year at Bellwood Preschool. In addition to her duties as lead teacher in the AM and PM, Linda has assumed the position of Co-Director of Bellwood.  Linda has a BA in Art Education from I.U.P. and more recently has accumulated credits in Reading Education.  She taught in the North Hills School district.  She and husband David were Bellwood parents in 1975 when daughter Emily (presently a teacher at Sewickley Academy) attended preschool.  She began teaching at Bellwood in 1976, took time out when son Max was a baby and began teaching again when Max was a Bellwood student.  She has been teaching the Pre-K program (K-Kids) for 19 years.  As the lead teacher she coordinates the curriculum and development with the other teachers and uses her creative energies in all areas.  She has a passion for propagating small animals (usually rabbits) and later finding homes for them!

LISA PAYTAS – 27th year at Bellwood Preschool as an AM and PM aide.  Lisa has a diploma from North Allegheny Cumberland High School.  She helps the children during snack time, assists teachers where needed and enjoys being with the children in the Gross Motor Area.  Lisa is always ready with a cozy lap and welcoming arms when a little one needs a hug.
DAN HILL – 26th year at Bellwood as an AM and PM assistant teacher.  Dan has an associate degree in Early Childhood Education from C.C.A.C.  He has enjoyed working with the children at Bellwood and is especially helpful in the large motor area.  Coaching baseball and basketball for the Challenger League of Ingomar/Franklin Park Athletic Association has been one of Dan’s passions for many years.  Dan has a most difficult role as the only adult male at the school…but he loves it!

JUDY GIDDINGS – 21st year at Bellwood Preschool as a teacher.  Judy has a BS+ in Art Education from Edinboro University.  She taught in the North Hills School System with Linda.  She and husband John were parents in Bellwood for six years when their daughter Angela and son Joshua attended classes.  She served on the Board as President, Treasurer, Building and Grounds chair (when we researched building a "solar school" but found it cost prohibitive) and Church liaison for two years.  She then began her career as a Bellwood teacher.  "I love the Art Show.  Providing lots of materials and helping the children express themselves is a joy.  Bellwood allows great freedom for artistic creation - the children's and mine!”
GAYLE KIVLAN – 17th year at Bellwood Preschool as a teacher.  Gayle attended Slippery Rock University and has a degree in Biology.  She received her certification in Respiratory Therapy and for five years served on the staff at AGH.  Gayle has a special interest in promoting the sciences and our relationship to the environment.  She shares her enthusiasm with her students by making science FUN!  Gayle and her husband, Rick, have three children: Ben (28) a Physical Therapist, Julie (24) a Physical Education teacher at Sewickley Academy, and Laura (18), a junior at Pine-Richland.  We now have TWO grandmothers on our staff.  Gayle became a grandmother when son, Ben, and wife, Kim, had a little girl, Morgan.

ANNETTE KING – 13th year at Bellwood Preschool as a teacher.  Annette received a BS in Math from Grove City University.  She worked at PPG in Computer Systems.  Later she taught in the Cypress Children's Montessori Center in California where her daughter, Danielle, attended school.  She is an authorized instructor of "Parent Effectiveness Training".  She taught Positive Parenting classes for Children's Hospital.  She and husband Jack were parents at Bellwood in 1990 when son, Chad, and son, Trevor, attended classes.  She served as Registrar on the Bellwood Board and as a substitute teacher for the school. “I enjoy listening to the conversations of the children and also enjoy talking with them."

SHARON ABRAHAM - 9th year as a teacher at Bellwood.  Sharon has a BS in Elementary Education with a Master's Internship in Teaching from the University of Pittsburgh.  She taught for five years at the Community Day school in Squirrel Hill and one year at the Keshet Preschool in Atlanta, GA.  She has been a Bellwood mom, Board Secretary and Book Club/Book Sale coordinator since 1993. She lives in Sewickley in the midst of five wooded acres (you’ll never find her!) with husband, Bill, and children Austin, Blair and Grant and dogs, Ruby and Beans.
DEBBY TAYLOR- 6th year at Bellwood.  Debby received a B.S. Degree in Infant and Childhood Development from Pennsylvania State University and her Master’s in early Childhood Special Education.  Debby was Director/Teacher of an early intervention program in California, counselor for young transplant recipients, and a volunteer at Children’s Hospital in their Child Life Program.  She most recently worked at Easter Seals in their “Baby Steps” program.  She is married to Doug and has two children, Laura and Justin, a golden retriever and a friendly mixed breed from Animal Friends.  Debby is also employed as the Life-Long Learning Coordinator at Temple Ohav Shalom.  She also enjoys volunteering, gardening, reading, singing and spending time with her family.
KIM ROWE- 6th year at Bellwood.  She has lived in Pittsburgh for the past sixteen years and holds Bachelor’s degrees in Early Childhood and Elementary Education, and a Master’s degree in Special Education.  Prior to becoming a full-time Mom, she taught First Grade and Kindergarten.  Kim and her family spend their summers at Chautauqua Lake where she also teaches at the Chautauqua Children’s School.  Kim enjoys cooking, handcrafts, traveling and digging in the dirt.  Kim, her husband, Steve, and son, Matthew, live in Franklin Park with their golden retrievers.
BELLWOOD PRESCHOOL PARENT BOARD AND COMMITTEES

2004-2005
President
Nancy Eichenlaub
724-935-0448
Vice President/KSS Co-Chairs
Schuyler Kidd
412-367-1370


Maureen Lyons-Weiler
412-487-4375 

Treasurer
Joanne Scherer
412-367-1549

Secretary
Dana Kern
724-935-6398

Registrar
Ali Thompson
412-369-9032

Building & Grounds
Kathy Gorka
724-934-2048

Church Liaison
Jan Ridenour
724-935-1935

Teacher Liaison
Linda Moser
724-933-0103

Fundraising
Marcia Shannon
412-741-4664

Publicity
Donna Briggs
724-940-2612

Special Events/Visitor Program
Susan Flanders
412-492-9725

COMMITTEES
BOARD LIAISON
Visitor’s Program/Special Events
Susan Flanders
412-492-9725

Snack Program/Toy Cleaning

Kidstuff Sale (Fall & Spring)
Maureen Lyons-Weiler
412-487-4375


Schuyler Kidd
412-367-1370

Building & Grounds
Kathy Gorka
724-934-2048

Yearbook
Patty O’Connor
724-934-3627
BELLWOOD BOARD AND COMMITTEE DESCRIPTIONS

Bellwood is a private preschool and is managed by the Bellwood Parent Board.   This enables our teachers to focus entirely on teaching the children.  The Board is comprised of interested parents who volunteer their services to help enhance the various programs at the school.  Board member terms run for one year, beginning in May.  Board meetings are held once a month and parents are welcome to attend.

PRESIDENT

Presides over the Board Meetings and makes sure all Board positions are filled and running smoothly.  Coordinates staff needs with those of the Board.  Is responsible for budget of income and expenses for the coming year.  Writes annual letter to the Unitarian Church on school status.  Sets up committees as needed throughout the year.
VICE PRESIDENT

Assists the President in the duties mentioned above.  Fills in during the absence of the President.  Coordinates the two major Kidstuff Sale Fundraisers.  Coordinates Sale advertising with the Publicity person, obtains seller materials, prepares seller packets and registers sellers.  Coordinates volunteer scheduling during sale, oversees sale, insures adequate monies are available and cash is deposited in the bank (coordinates with Treasurer).  Coordinates the adding of the tags and preparation of the seller checks.

REGISTRAR
Distributes information for prospective students, administers school tours, processes student applications and registration fees, maintains enrollment records and prepares morning and afternoon rosters.  This is all coordinated with the Director.

TREASURER

Handles school finances and prepares the annual budget with the President.  The Director records the tuition, lunch, extended day and all other payments and makes the deposits.  The Treasurer pays salaries and other bills.  The Treasurer prepares periodic State and Federal taxes (for the Church employees and Bellwood teachers).  Prepares monthly report for board meeting.  Prepares annual report of finances for budget, prepares year end W-2’s and W-3 transmittals and balances the bank statements.

SECRETARY

Records the minutes at all Board Meetings and distributes them accordingly.

BUILDING AND GROUNDS

Prepares the school building for the approaching school year (August), coordinating with the teachers any jobs that need to be done.  Gets bids and hires outside labor for jobs if volunteer labor is not available.  This includes painting, cleaning, repairs or new areas.  The School monitors the playground equipment and makes repairs when needed.  Communicates with Church B&G chair to ensure all work is in compliance with them.
CHURCH LIAISON

A Bellwood parent who is a member of the U. U. Church and helps coordinate issues between the Church and School.  Attends Church Committee of Chairs meetings when called.
FUNDRAISING

Oversees various fundraising events held throughout the year, i.e.: Grocery Store Certificates, Sweatshirt/T-Shirt sales, Enjoy Books, Funding Factory Recycling Program and is responsible for coordinating the inputting for the Kidstuff Sales.
PUBLICITY
Publicizes school events, prints brochures for parent information and handles Kidstuff Sale ads.  Prepares news releases for special events or for school registration for school if needed.  Calls a publicity committee together if needed.

SPECIAL EVENS
Arranges for the monthly visitors programs, plans year-end picnic, prepares a list of these programs for the yearly Bellwood calendar.  Oversees snack program and coordinates refreshments for Open House, Holiday Music Program, Class Parties and Art Show.

DUTIES OF COMMITTEES

Committee-level positions do not require attendance at Board meetings however members are welcome to attend especially as situations arise for a particular event.

BUILDING AND GROUNDS

Assist the B & G chair with the needed repairs and maintenance of the building.

SPECIAL EVENTS

Assist the Special Events chair with various special events throughout the school year, i.e.: Halloween and Christmas programs, help organize the Fall Family Night and the End of the Year Picnic.

KIDSTUFF SALE

Help Vice President with Kidstuff Sale registration, coordinate volunteers for the Sale, help after sale.

PUBLICITY
Assist Publicity chair by posting flyers the Kidstuff Sale and Open House.
YEARBOOK

Arrange for parent volunteers to take photos of the children and special events throughout the school year.  Help prepare yearbook layout.

DAILY SCHEDULE

9:00 - 9:15
A.M. SESSION ARRIVAL AND SETTLING IN
9:15 - 9:30
TOGETHER TIME
9:30 - 10:30
CHOICE OF FIVE AREA ACTIVITIES


Art, Gross Motor, Cognitive, Practical Life, K-Kids

10:30 - 10:45
CLEAN UP AREAS AND WASH HANDS
10:45 - 11:00
SNACK TIME

11:00 – 11:30
OUTDOOR ACTIVITIES, INDOOR GROUP GAMES

11:30
A.M. DISMISSAL

11:30 - 12:15
LUNCH (OPTIONAL)
12:30 - 12:45
P.M. SESSION ARRIVAL AND SETTLING IN
12:45 – 1:00
TOGETHER TIME

1:00 – 2:00
CHOICE OF FIVE AREA ACTIVITIES


Art, Gross Motor, Cognitive, Practical Life, K-Kids

2:00 – 2:15
CLEAN UP AREAS AND WASH HANDS

2:15 – 2:30
SNACK TIME

2:30 – 3:00
OUTDOOR ACTIVITIES, INDOOR GROUP GAMES

3:00
P.M. DISMISSAL – SCHOOL DAY ENDS
SCHOOL AREA DESCRIPTIONS

Bellwood is a discovery-oriented school.  Children are free to choose their activities.  They are free to associate with all the children and adults in the school.  They are not separated into small groups for control or adult focused "lessons".  The teachers help stimulate their activities with new ideas and processes.  The teachers are there to praise and to establish the rules that people do not hurt each other and people respect their environment and the materials and objects in that environment.

THE COGNITIVE ROOM

This area invites children to explore reading readiness and math readiness materials.  The equipment promotes practice in such skills as small motor development, hand-eye coordination, memory retention, counting, sorting, grouping and listening.  This area also encourages recognition of a wide variety of object attributes such as color, shape, size, volume and weight.

Some of the math readiness tools found in this area is:  Attribute Logic Blocks, Unifix Cubes, Graduated Cylinders, Wooden Patterning and Stringing Beads, Cuisenaire Rods and cubes, Counting and Color Bears, Metal and Wooden Shape Inserts (and a whole lot more).  These tools are used to develop concepts of sorting colors, shapes, sizes and functions of grouping as well as recognition, measuring, and addition and subtraction.  They also promote and develop small muscle control, memory retention and concrete and abstract concepts of math.

Our reading readiness materials are as follows:  Tape recorder, Sandpaper and Wooden Letters, Sound Cylinders, Bell Tones, Letter Box, Metal and Wooden Inserts, Marble Roll-away, Lotto Games, Sequence sets and a variety of Bingo games for sound, alphabet, and numbers.

There are always a variety of science activities going on in this area:  Egg Hatching, Butterfly phases and Plant Boxes.  We often bring the Baby Bunnies or Mom and Pop (if there are no babies) inside to be held and cared for.  The children may bring food from home for the animals.
Sand and Water are two fundamental elements that help the children discover the nature of our world.  To fully list their attributes would be impossible.  The water and sand tables develop social awareness, togetherness and creative expression.  We also have a Reading Nook with a Bookstand.  The rule is that you must have a book to read if you are in the Nook.

THE PRACTICAL LIFE ROOM

This room gives children the opportunity to explore daily life.  They wipe the tables, mix and pour juice, prepare and count the snack, bake, load the dishwasher, take turns and set up and clean up at snack time.

The equipment used in this room contributes mostly to small muscle control and development.  This equipment includes: Letter and Number Templates, Stampers, Shape Inserts, Rubberband Boards, Cube Pattern Trays, Puzzles, Magnet Boards, Salt Writing Trays, Sifters and Pourers.   Magic markers with lots of paper and the hot plate (crayon melter) help the children create ideas on paper.

THE ART ROOM
It is the process of doing and discovering rather than the final art product which is important to the child.  No matter what the product looks like to an adult, praise and exposure (hang it up) are extremely important.  We acknowledge and accept what each child creates at Bellwood.  Painting, cutting, gluing, playdough, printing and stitching are just some of the activities in this area.

THE GROSS MOTOR ROOM

This area enables the child to exercise his large muscles.  The equipment encourages body coordination, balance, control, special awareness of self and self-confidence.  The equipment here includes:  A Balance Beam, Mini Trampoline, Ladders, Slides, Jumping Frames, Large Waffle Blocks, Rocking Boat, Playhouse area, Dress up Box, Gym Mats and Cubby Hole, all of which promote construction, balance and creativity.

Group interaction and Fantasy play develops in this area.  The equipment is not of a realistic nature and therefore can be used in many different ways to create places, situations and things.  Magic and fantasy abound and relationships are better understood here.

THE GROUP EXPERIENCE
There is much in the way of Singing Together, Story Telling, Game Playing, Show & Tell and Creative Drama and Dance.  This all goes into establishing standards for group behavior.  The Show & Tell bags are given out at Together Time.  The children then return with something special in the bags to share.  This special item might be a homemade item, gift, a special page in a favorite book or a nature item.  The experience of speaking to the group is very beneficial.
OUTDOOR PLAY

Included in the realm of outdoor play are the climbing structure, sandbox, tire swing, play bus, natural areas, hiking and cooperative play.  We take the other pieces of equipment out when the weather allows (e.g., water table, easels, and snack).

K-KIDS

Bellwood Preschool and Kindergarten offers an additional experience for those whose cognitive skills may benefit from more concentrated enrichment.  This is a program for those children who will be moving onto Kindergarten or First Grade the following year.  The teachers discern a child’s readiness for this program.
The K-Kids program is an extension of our general developmental program and shares the philosophy that learning is individual and personal.  It is also a subtle transition from a child-oriented class environment to a teacher-oriented program that prepares the child for the upper school.
 “K-Kids” are divided into small groups and travel next door to the Church.  We usually follow a basic format consisting of the pledge of allegiance, calendar, weeks, months and interesting events and facts.  Emphasis is given to the development of vocabulary, phonics and pre-reading skills such as visual and auditory discrimination, initial consonant sounds, vowels, rhyme, left to right progression and following directions.  Exercises in basic math skills include activities in counting, set theory, matching, sequencing and patterning.

All four areas of the school and the K-Kids room in the Church building constitute the complete Kindergarten/Pre-Kindergarten program.
GENERAL SCHOOL INFORMATION
REGISTRATION PROCEDURES
Contact the Registrar to find out if there is space available in the session you desire.  The registrar will give you an application that may be completed and returned with the registration fee.  The registration fee is non-refundable.  A more detailed registration form, a child health appraisal by a doctor, and a tuition agreement is required before school begins.  Keep in mind that registration is required for each new school year.  The new registration period begins in January.
TUITION and other FEE INFORMATION
Your child is beginning this year’s creative learning experience at Bellwood.  It is our hope that you participate in and support the program.  The first way you are supporting the program is with your payment of tuition.  The payment requests are described below.  We hope you will become involved in other aspects of the program as well.

3-Session Tuition
4-Session Tuition
5-Session Tuition
Total yearly-$1350
Total yearly-$1500
Total yearly-$1650

$135 registration fee
$150 registration fee
$165 registration fee

$ 30 special programs fee
$  30 special programs fee
$  30 special programs fee

$135 monthly tuition
$150 monthly tuition 
$165 monthly tuition
M-W-F AM or PM
M-W-Th-F AM or PM
M-W-Th(all day)-F AM or PM
Please note that the registration fee is not applied as a monthly payment but is a payment to hold your child’s space in a session and to purchase supplies to begin the year.  Registration money is used for supplies.  The tuition income is directly allocated to our teacher’s salaries.  Transportation to and from school and medical care and insurance are provided and paid for by the child’s family.
Tuition payment slips are included.  Please itemize your payment on this form and include any extras you may be paying for at that time (sweatshirts, t-shirts, grocery store certificates, etc.).  Please fill these slips out completely and submit them with your tuition payment.

Payment is due on the first of each month.  Checks are made payable to “Bellwood Preschool”.  Tuition checks may be dropped into the tuition holder on the bulletin board at school or mailed to Bellwood Preschool, 2359 W. Ingomar Road, Pittsburgh PA 15237.  Feel free to pay for several months in advance.  A late fee of $5.00 is due with any payment made after the 15th of the month.
Upon enrolling your child, you are responsible for nine monthly tuition payments.  In addition there is a one-time payment of $30 for our monthly Special Programs.  These special programs provide the children with a monthly field trip that is brought to Bellwood.  Payment exceptions cannot be made for personal vacations or lengthy illness.  Notice of withdrawal must be given one month in advance or we must charge for the time

LUNCH

You may leave your child at Bellwood for lunch.  Send them with a lunch and drink in a lunch boxes marked with their names because of duplicate boxes.  Lunch care is $4.00 and begins at 11:30 and ends at 12:15.  You may pay for your child’s lunches on a monthly basis with tuition or on a “pay as you go” basis.  Please pick up your child from lunch on time to insure a smooth transition from lunch hour to the PM session.  Students who stay longer than 12:30 PM will be charged the extended day fee of $12.00.  If for some reason you are unable to pick up your child by 12:15 PM, please notify us.

EXTENDED DAY
You may sign up for an extended day.  Three session children may occasionally stay for the alternate Monday, Wednesday, and Friday sessions.  Four/Five session children may extend on any day.  There are a limited number of spaces for each session and you must sign up in advance on the sheet in the school entrance.  Please don’t abuse this service as it is available to everyone.  Extended Day fee is $12.00 and together with lunch the total cost is $16.00.

RELEASE OF CHILDREN

Only persons for whom the preschool has written authorization will be allowed to pick up children.  Parents must send in a note authorizing anyone else for pickup.

DROP-OFF/PICK-UP PROCEDURES

Please pay close attention to the drop-off/pick-up procedures outlined below.  It is extremely important that these procedures are followed to ensure the safety of the children.  The children are small and the cars are large, so please pay close attention to our procedures.  Please drive slowly when coming down the church drive and in the parking lots.  Please do not be in a hurry to drop off or pick up your child.  Some children take more time exiting their car and everyone must exercise patience!

DROP-OFF PROCEDURES

· Drop-off for the A.M. session begins at 9:00 and drop-off for the P.M. session begins at 12:30.  Please do not drop your child off any earlier as there may not be adequate staffing and the teachers need this time to prepare for each session.

· The drop-off line forms along the grass and sidewalk entrance in the upper drive.  (Please note the driveway is One Way.)

· A teacher-aide will be outside from 9:00 to 9:15 and 12:30 to 12:45 to greet the children and make sure they get into the school building safely.  This also aids parents who have smaller children in the car.
· WHILE IN THE DROP-OFF LINE, DO NOT GET OUT OF YOUR CAR AND WALK YOUR CHILD TO THE BUILDING.  DO NOT LEAVE YOUR CAR UNATTENDED AT ANY TIME.  This creates congestion and confusion with cars pulling around the parked car and creates an extremely unsafe situation for our children

· If you wish to escort your child into the school, please park in the lower lot and walk up to the school.  The upper drive parking spots are for church members.  This is especially important when elderly members need to use the upper parking spaces.
PICK-UP PROCEDURES
· Pick-up for the A.M. session begins at 11:30 and pick-up for P.M. session begins at 3:00.
· The pick-up line forms along the driveway to the upper drive in front of the church entrance.  (Please note the driveway is One Way.)

· A teacher will escort your child to your car.  DO NOT GET OUT OF YOUR CAR AND WALK INTO THE CHURCH BUILDING.  Again, this creates congestion and confusion with cars pulling around the parked car and creates an extremely unsafe situation for our children.

· If you do not wish to wait in the pick-up line, you may park in the lower lot only and pick your child up in the Church building.  Do not park in the upper lot where we are dismissing children.

· Lunch pickup is from the Large Motor Area of the Bellwood Building at 12:15 PM.

CLOTHING

Please mark your child’s clothing and any other personal items with their names.  We hope you will send your child to school in play clothes.  At Bellwood your child has opportunities to play with many kinds of exciting tools and materials.  They may spill paint or get dirty at times.  Playclothes will allow freedom of involvement with the many learning experiences provided.

SNOW CLOSINGS/DELAYS

Bellwood will follow the same policy as the North Allegheny public school for the closing or delay of class because of snowy or icy road conditions.
If North Allegheny DELAYS the opening of school in the morning, Bellwood’s AM & PM sessions will be the following:

AM Session:
11:00 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.

PM Session:
1:30 p.m. – 3:00 p.m

If North Allegheny dismisses classes early, please call the school.  Bellwood and North Allegheny information is announced on KDKA radio and television.  Other stations announce North Allegheny information.

“NUT-FREE” ENVIRONMENT

Bellwood has declared itself a Nut-Free school to create a safe and healthy environment for all students.  Over the years we have enrolled more and more children who have severe allergies to nuts and nut products.  When planning snacks and lunches, please do not include nuts in the menu.  Please see “Snack/Toy Cleaning” section for some suggestions on preferred snacks to send to the school.
ILLNESS:  COMMUNICABLE DISEASE

If your child looks or feels sick or is running a fever in the morning, please do not send your child to school.  If your child has a contagious disease or virus, check with your pediatrician or school nurse before sending your child back to school.  Children with a febrile illness are considered to be contagious until fever free for 24 hours and should stay at home.

Parents frequently have questions concerning students attending school with communicable diseases.   The following criteria have been established by the Pennsylvania Department of Health for exclusion of students demonstrating symptoms suggestive of specific communicable diseases and infectious conditions.  The Pennsylvania Department of Health recommends the following exclusion periods:

· Pink Eye (Conjunctivitis):  24 hrs. after initiation of treatment.

· Strep Throat:  24 hrs. after initiation of treatment and free of fever for 24 hours.

· Impetigo, Scabies, and Ringworm:  Until judged non-infectious by the physician.

· Chicken Pox:  Six days from the outbreak of the last crop of blisters and all pox marks dried.  Children who have been vaccinated for chicken pox occasionally get a mild case of the disease.  According to the Allegheny County Health Dept., these children are contagious and must also be excluded for six days from the time of the outbreak.

· Lice:  Until treated with a pediculicidal agent.  Students who have been excluded must be checked and found to be free of lice eggs and nits by their physician before re-entering the school.

Please notify the school if and when your child develops one of these ailments.

ILLNESS:  KEEPING A CHILD HOME FROM SCHOOL

Upon occasion, it is necessary for a child to remain home due to an illness.  The following guidelines must be followed when determining whether to keep a child home:

· A child should not be sent to school hoping that he or she will feel better after arriving.

· A child should be kept home following a nighttime bout of nausea, vomiting, or diarrhea and watched for further symptoms.

· A child should remain home if he/she has had a temperature of 100 degrees or higher.  A child should have a normal temperature for 24 hours before returning to school.

Please be diligent and follow these guidelines.  This is the only way to ensure illness is not spread and our students and teachers remain healthy.

SNACK AND TOY CLEANING PROGRAMS

Parents are asked to sign up to bring in a snack and beverage for one week or more (depending on class size) during the school year.  We ask that the snacks you provide are nutritious as well as inviting.  Below are some suggestions for snacks you might bring.  Since snack time is more of a “social thing” than an “eating thing,” keep portions small.  Many of our children prefer water rather than juice.  Two gallons of juice usually last for one week.  Please remember that we are a NUT FREE environment.

SNACK SHOPPING LIST (SOME SUGGESTIONS)

Drink:
100% fruit juice

Fruit:
Grapes, ½ bananas, apples, strawberries, watermelon, peaches, cantaloupe, 
pears, honeydew, pineapple.

Vegetables:
Carrots and celery (any vegetable is fine, but children seem to like these best)

Breads:
Bagels (large or small) with jam or jelly, graham crackers, pretzels (rods and 
pretzel fishies in addition to the regular), Kix, Cheerios (plain and frosted), 
Alphabets, Cracklin’Bran, Fruit Loops.

Misc:
Jello squares (and fun shapes), fruit gummies, frozen fruit bars, popsicles, 
sorbet, jams and jellies.

If your child is enrolled in the 3-session program, you are asked to provide a snack for the Thursday session as well.  Ask the teachers for the number of children in the Thursday class.  You may bring the Thursday snack on Monday or Wednesday.
You might want to check with the teacher in the Practical Life area for ideas when it is your turn.  There are several books for snack ideas at the school.  Plan for a few extra children, as there are usually extended-day children (3) for the session.
You are welcome to come in during your snack week to make something special with the children.  Snack time is an adventure in eating favorite foods and new foods.  It is designed for creative taste, smell, preparation, feel and nutrition.

Parents who are providing snack are asked to wash a bin of toys (e.g., duplo blocks, waffle blocks) over the weekend and return the toys to the school on the following Monday.  Toys will be given to the parents on Friday of their snack week.

The person in charge of snacks will notify you when it is your assigned week.
BIRTHDAYS
Bellwood enjoys sharing a child’s birthday with a special celebration at school.  The day you plan to celebrate your child’s birthday, please advise the teachers.  Your child will be honored by being presented with an original birthday crown and will pass out the non-edible treat that you send in to all the children as they are leaving the building (send in a few extras).  Please - no candy or edible treats this year!  The children enjoy treats such as stickers, rings, etc.
If your child’s birthday does not fall within the school year, you may establish a “school birthday” on a day of your choice.  Parents usually try to sign up for snack during their child’s birthday week and provide a special snack.  Another way to celebrate is to donate a book to the school.  A beautiful label acknowledging your child's gift will be affixed to the book.  The teachers have a book wish list.
TOYS
Please mark all toys with your child’s name or initials.  Toys do get lost and are not Bellwood’s responsibility.

SCHOLASTIC AND TROLL BOOK ORDERS

During the school year you will receive pamphlets from Scholastic and Troll Book Clubs listing popular children’s books at reasonable prices.  You may order these books by filling out the order form and return to the school along with your check make payable to Scholastic Book or Troll Books.  Separate checks are required for the separate clubs.

SPECIAL EVENTS/VISITOR PROGRAM
To avoid having to bus the children to outside field trips, special monthly programs are arranged with various organizations such as the Franklin Park Fire Department, Pittsburgh Zoo, the Children’s Museum, the Aviary and other individuals providing special programming for children ages three through six.   We have also had parents provide special programs on the heart, good dental health, etc.  During the last week of school we plan an “End of the Year Picnic” at Blueberry Children’s Playground in Franklin Park.
To cover the additional costs of these events we charge a one-time fee of $30.  This fee can be paid with your first tuition payment.

PHOTOGRAPHS

Irvin Simon Photographers take class photographs.  They have been our photographers for several years and everyone has been very pleased with their service.  Photos will be taken in October.
FUNDRAISERS

Bellwood is a non-profit organization and holds several fundraisers during the year.  Keep in mind that the money raised for these events goes toward keeping the tuition down. .  Fundraising profits are used to pay all other operating expenses such as: a church donation for rent, electricity, water, building improvements, insurance, equipment purchases, pet food, phone bills, etc.  
1.
Fall and Spring Kid Stuff Sale is a huge sale consisting of gently-used items for children.  Clothing, furniture, maternity clothes and toys are included.  These sales are an excellent moneymaker for the school and anyone interested in being a seller during the sale.  There are approximately 90 sellers involved in the sales held in the church building.  Bellwood supervises the sales and keeps 40% of the gross while the sellers receive 60% of the gross.

2.
T-shirt, Sweatshirt and Tote Bag Sale is held in the Fall and Spring. Each year a different Bellwood shirt is designed and sold to that year’s class.  Shirts and Totes will be available at the parent orientation.

3.
Grocery Store Certificates will be sold at face value for use at Giant Eagle, Ingomar Sparkle, Festival and T-Bones.  Purchase forms will be sent home each month for orders.  Additional certificates are available in the school office.  There is no cost to you and the school benefits greatly from your orders.

4.
Recycling Program is a new fundraising initiative that was introduced last year.  Collect empty inkjet cartridges, laser cartridges and used cell phones from your home or office and send them to us with your child.  We send them away for recycling and earn cash as well as points for school equipment.
BUILDING FUND

Bellwood's tuition income does not cover repairs to the school. For this purpose, a building fund has been established to deal with needed repairs as they may arise.  Any donations to this fund are greatly appreciated.  Mark the donation "Bellwood Preschool Building Fund".

Bellwood is a community service offered by the Unitarian Universalist Church of the North Hills and is a non-profit organization.
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